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EXPLORE THE 
 ETERNAL 
 

Worship Services 
 

Live Stream with us on Sundays at 10 am 
on our YouTube Channel! 
 

 
 

"Flower Communion: The Beauty of 
Diversity" 
June 2 | Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
The Flower Communion service was created by Dr. 
Norbert Capek (1870-1942), who founded the 
Czech Unitarian Church in Prague. The service is 
usually held in early June, and involves members 
and friends bringing a flower and placing it in a 
shared vase. At the end of the service, each person 
brings home a flower different from the one they 

brought. Please bring a flower to share, and stay 
for the Annual Congregational Meeting following 
worship. 
 

"The Moral Imperative of Choice" 
June 9 | Rev. Abhi Janamanchi 
Universalists have historically been leaders in the 
struggle for reproductive rights. We continue to 
affirm and promote a woman’s right to choose in 
this current climate of increasing restrictions to 
safe, legal abortion or even banning it outright. We 
are being called to act on our convictions and work 
for reproductive justice. We will welcome new 
members during the service. 
 

June 16 | Christin Green, Intern Minister 
Join her for her final Sunday at Cedar Lane! 

 
"Pietism, Or Religion Alone" 
June 23 | Rev. Kenneth Torquil MacLean,  
Cedar Lane’s Minister Emeritus 
When we try to define our faith we inevitably fall 
into comparing it with other approaches to 
religion. Let us think about a way of being religious 
which some of us share with the evangelical 
fundamentalists. 
 
Reverend Kenneth Torquil MacLean is Minister 
Emeritus of Cedar Lane, where he was Senior 
Minister for twenty years. He has been Minister of 
the UU Church of the Desert in Palm Springs, 
California and served for five years as Special 
Assistant to the President of the UUA. He received 
the UUA's Distinguished Service Award in 2014. He 
lives in the Asbury Village Retirement Community. 
 

“50th Anniversary of Stonewall” 
June 30 | Revs. Archene Turner & Katie 
Romano Griffin 
Join us as we honor the 50th anniversary of the 
Stonewall riots, which were a series of 
spontaneous, violent demonstrations by members 
of the gay (LGBT) community against a police raid 
that took place in the early morning of June 28, 
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1969, at the Stonewall Inn in the Greenwich Village 
neighborhood of Manhattan, New York. They are 
widely considered to constitute the most important 
event leading to the gay liberation movement and 
the modern fight for LGBT rights in the United 
States. 
 

On Beauty 
Rev. Abhi Janmanchi, Senior Minister 
 

 
The ancient Chinese philosopher Confucius said of 
beauty: “Everything has beauty but not everyone 
sees it.” 
 
We miss so much of the beauty that emanates 
from the people, places, and things among and 
around us.  We just don’t see it. 
 
“Looking for and enjoying beauty is a way to 
nourish the soul,” observes modern mystic 
Matthew Fox. “The universe is in the habit of 
making beauty. There are flowers and songs, 
snowflakes and smiles, acts of great courage, 
laughter between friends, a job well done, the 
smell of fresh-baked bread. Beauty is everywhere.” 
 
Culturally, beauty is one of those commodified 
values.  Our minds have been conditioned to think 
of physical attributes – flawless faces, glowing skin, 
and perfect bodies – when it comes to beauty.  We 
culturally conflate appearance with character.  
 

But beauty, as the poet John O’Donohue says, “is 
about more rounded, substantial becoming.” 
John O’Donohue was poetic about the possibility of 
creating and nurturing our own inner landscapes of 
beauty, to keep us vital and alive in the midst of 
terrible devastation and dangerous surroundings 
and experiences. He gave expression to the 
connection beauty and those edges of life, 
“thresholds,” where the fullness of reality becomes 
stark and clear: 
 
“Beauty (in that sense) is about an emerging 
fullness, a greater sense of grace and elegance, a 
deeper sense of depth, and also a kind of 
homecoming for the enriched memory of your 
unfolding life.” 
 
Beauty in all its nuance is the moment to moment 
reality of our everyday lives. It is that in the 
presence of which we come awake, we feel more 
alive. It is the faces of those that we love, the 
beautiful landscapes that we know, the acts of 
loving kindness that have been done to us in “bleak 
unsheltered times.” Beauty is in the creation and 
experience of music, poetry, and art.  It is all those 
unknown and unheralded people who resist and 
rise up against frontiers of awful situations and 
want and impoverishments of body and soul, and 
somehow manage to offer gifts of generosity and 
creativity and possibility.  
 
Beauty can be found and created in the midst of 
tragedy, travail, and travesty as well. Elaine Scarry 
in her book On Beauty and Being Just opines that 
“when beauty opens our hearts, our capacity to 
care for what is just and true enlarges.” 
 
May you drink deep of the shining and ephemeral 
glories that surround you. May you drink deep of 
the grace notes that accompany your experiences 
of the sublime and the mundane. And may beauty 
fill your senses and radiate in your life! 
 
Keep Shining, 
Abhi 
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Meditation on Beauty 
Rev. Katie Romano Griffin, Assistant 
Minister 
 

 
Take a few minutes to explore this month's theme 
of Beauty with Rev. Katie as we breath together, 
contemplate some poetry, and enter into silence. 
Watch it online: http://bit.ly/2Xgawpf.  
 

Engagement Opportunities 
 

Tapestry: Intergen Religious 
Education Experience 
Sundays, June 9, 16, & 23 after the 10 am 
worship service 
Join us for classes and activities for all-ages as we 
wind down the church-year! Join us for a single 
Sunday, or all three - whatever fits your schedules. 
 

 This is the 3rd year for our inter-
generational, Religious Ed. experience, 
which is themed each year around a specific 
UU principle. In a total coincidence, this 
year's theme is the 3rd principle: 

acceptance of one another and 
encouragement for spiritual growth.  

 Three Sundays (June 9, 16, & 23), beginning 
at 11:30 am and ending around 12:45. 

 People may choose different activities each 
Sunday, or repeat ones they like! 

 Options for ALL ages: children, youth, 
adults, and multi-generational (i.e. all 
together). 

 Kick-off picnic at 1 pm after the 1st Sunday 
(June 9). 

Free. All are welcome! 
 

Join the Visual Arts Team! 
Are you comfortable using PowerPoint?  Are you 
ready to give some of your time and talent to the 
church? Show us some love by helping us create 
slideshows for worship on Sundays! Templates 
provided! You are free to sign-up to create as 
regularly or infrequently as you’d like – depending 
on your time and bandwidth. Our ministers will be 
more grateful than you know (this is an 
understatement). 
 

We would gratefully accept help with creating: 
 

 Sunday Announcements Slideshow: This 
slideshow runs on loop before and after 
Sunday worship services. This is a series of 
five or so slides announcing 
name/date/times/brief overview or call to 
action for upcoming events/programs.  
Estimated time: 20-30 minutes per week. 

 Worship Slideshow: This slideshow acts as 
both 1) an Order of Celebration, letting 
people know what is happening, and 2) a 
place to read the lyrics for songs so that 
people don’t need to hold hymnals or try to 
read the small print in the hymnals!  
Estimated time: 60 minutes per week. 

 
Sign-up here, beloveds: http://bit.ly/CLUUCVA.     
 
Questions?  Please contact Assistant Minister Rev. 
Katie at kromanogriffin@cedarlane.org.  

http://bit.ly/2Xgawpf
mailto:kromanogriffin@cedarlane.org
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 NURTURE          
 COMMUNITY 
 

Joys, Sorrows & News 

We are grateful for our time together on Sunday, 
May 5 as we celebrated Holi during our Spirit 
Experience worship. We enjoyed music and poetry, 
we ate together, and headed to the courtyard for 
color throwing. Check out the colorful photos on 
our gallery page (cedarlane.org/photo-gallery).  
 

A BIG CONGRATS to Christin Green! Our intern 
minister received her Master's of Divinity from 
Wesley Theological Seminary on Monday, May 13. 

This summer she will be relocating to Newark, 
Delaware, where she has accepted a Chaplain 
Residency at Christiana Medical Center. You may 
watch her graduation ceremony here: 
http://bit.ly/2MmDsLe. Congratulations! 
 
Hats off to our 9th Grade Coming of Age Class and 
our Senior High School Graduating Seniors for 
their incredible worship services on Sunday, May 
19. Thank you for such meaningful worship 
experiences, from your music to your words to 
your calls to action. Thank you for giving this gift to 
our community! 
 
And a hats off to Maryann Dillon and Ed Meyer for 
hosting this spring’s New Member Brunch at their 
house. We are grateful for their time, care, and 
generous hospitality. Another thank you to the 
Membership Engagement Ministry Team and 
others who provided potluck dishes for the event, 
and to our new members for joining us and 
hopefully making some new and/or stronger 
connections as a result of attending. Thank you all. 
 
Cathy and Stew Grubman announce with joy the 
celebration of their 40th anniversary on May 25th! 
 
Congratulations to Laura-Leigh Palmer who was 
honored by the Wheaton Chamber of Commerce in 
May. 
 
It is with a heavy heart we announce the passing of 
Sally Ann Roy, longtime member. We hold her 
daughter Amanda Garzon and granddaughters 
Gabbi and Sofia Garzon in our hearts. Celebration 
of Life to be held Saturday, June 22, 4 pm. 
 
Longtime member Marysol Scott welcomes brief 
visits and cards at SunRise Senior Living, Brighton 
Gardens of Tuckerman Lane, 5550 Tuckerman 
Lane, North Bethesda, MD 20852. If you plan a 
visit, you may find her in her room (#435) or 
socializing with residents in a variety of activities. 
 

https://www.cedarlane.org/photo-gallery
http://bit.ly/2MmDsLe
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Why share your joys & sorrows with 
us? 
Sharing our joys and sorrows within our Cedar Lane 
community puts our own joys and sorrows in 
proper perspective. We all benefit from such 
sharing and it helps us realize that the good times 
and the bad times make up the fullness of life. It 
also builds community and creates a window for 
others to know what to celebrate with you and 
provide you support and comfort for when they 
see you around our campus. We would love to hear 
from you. Please email us: 
pastoralcare@cedarlane.org.  

 

Engagement Opportunities 
 

Looking for connection?   
To make some new friends? 
Join a Sharing Circle!  

Sharing Circles are small groups of 10-15 Cedar 
Laners who meet once a month for a small group 
discussion about the monthly spiritual theme.  It is 
a chance for you to make an intentional, year-long 
commitment to get to know other Cedar 
Laners while you explore your own spirituality.  
In a large church like Cedar Lane, this is often the 
best way to form those meaningful connections 
you may be seeking. If you’ve never joined a small 
group before at Cedar Lane, or are interested in 
forming new relationships and a stronger sense of 
community, we strongly encourage you to sign-up.  
 
More information: cedarlane.org/sharing-circles. 
 
Questions?  Please contact Ashley Del Sole, RE 
Administrator, at adelsole@cedarlane.org.  
 

Want a peek behind the scenes at 
Cedar Lane?   
Due to several recent retirements, the front desk 
receptionists are seeking your help once a week 

either mornings or afternoons in the Cedar Lane 
office. Tasks include answering the phone, greeting 
guests, sorting the mail, and helping with a few 
administrative tasks.  If you can’t make a once-a-
week commitment, that’s fine.  Consider joining 
our substitutes list--we also need folks willing to 
jump in at the last minute.  For more details, 
contact Jean Schaible at mjschaible42@gmail.com. 
 

 

Alliance Lunch & Talk 
Thursday, June 13 / potluck at noon – talk 
at 1 pm 
In February 2019, Rev. Abhi led a group of Cedar 
Lane pilgrims on a journey to southern India. More 
pilgrims than tourists, they explored cultures very 
different from our own, visited temples, mosques, 
and churches, and were guests in people’s homes. 
A couple broke from the group and visited 
Unitarians in the Khasi Hills in northeast India. 
When they returned, several members of the 
group highlighted what the journey had meant to 
them spiritually in the March 24 worship service. 
They will do a more in-depth presentation on: 
What it’s like to be in India; Unitarian Universalism 
in India; and religious plurality in India. 
 
Please bring a dish to share as you are able.  
All are welcome! 
 

mailto:pastoralcare@cedarlane.org
http://www.cedarlane.org/sharing-circles
mailto:adelsole@cedarlane.org
mailto:mjschaible42@gmail.com
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 BUILD A MORE    
 JUST WORLD 
 

LGBTQIA+ Social Justice 
Work at Cedar Lane 
Marge Dimond 
 

LGBTQIA+ Engagement 
Opportunities 
June is Pride Month - a time to celebrate members 
of the LGBTQIA+ community. The June celebration 
commemorates the Stonewall Riots, which took 
place on June 28, 1969. Police raided the Stonewall 
Inn in New York City’s Greenwich Village; but on 
that day bar patrons (gay men and drag queens) 
fought back -- a spontaneous incident, which is 
now viewed as the beginning of the gay rights 
movement in the United States. 
 
2019 marks the 50th anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots, The theme for Capital Pride events this year 

will be "shhhOUT: Past, Present & Proud”; this 
theme reflects how far the LGBTQIA+ Community 
has come ever since the Stonewall uprising in 1969. 
 
At Cedar Lane, the Together Diversity Team will 
be supporting the celebration of both this 
milestone Stonewall anniversary and the 
members of our own LGBTQ+ community in a 
variety of ways: 
 

 A new “Progress” Pride Flag” (donated by 
Candice Haaga) has been hung in the 
vestibule– along with an explanation of the 
flag’s meaning by its creator. 

 Sat, June 8, 10 am: Join Rev. Archene Turner, 
Cedar Lane's Community Minister, and 
members of our LGBTQIA+ Affinity Group, at 
the Rise Up Stonewall Exhibit at the 
Newseum.  Details here. 

 Fr, June 21, 6:30 pm: Social Justice Film Series 
- presentation of “Pariah” (the story of Alike 
(ah-lee-kay) - a 17 year old African American 
lesbian youth). 

 Sun, June 23, 11:30 am: Tree of Life 
Coffeehouse - focus on celebrating Pride 
Month 

 Sun, June 30, 10 am: Worship service 
organized by Rev. Archene and Rev. Abhi with 
a focus on celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
Stonewall. The Share-the-Plate offering that 
morning will benefit Casa Ruby in DC. Ruby 
Corado (founder & director) will attend. 

 
The UUA Welcoming Congregation Program 
In 1989 the Unitarian Universalist Association 
(UUA), citing the principles of our UU faith 
(especially the one that affirms the inherent worth 
and dignity of every person), moved to adopt 
a Welcoming Congregation program plan for its 
member congregations. 
 
At Cedar Lane, work was done during the early 
1990s, which led to official certification for Cedar 
Lane as a Welcoming Congregation in 1995. With 
the introduction of a new UUA “Living the 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stonewall_riots
https://www.capitalpride.org/
https://www.cedarlane.org/event/l-g-b-t-q-i-newseum-field-trip
https://casaruby.org/
https://www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming/program
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Welcoming Congregation” program in 2004, a LGBT 
Task Force group was formed to lead the way 
toward recertification in 2008. This year, Cedar 
Lane has responded to the recent introduction of a 
new UUA Welcoming Congregation Renewal 
Program. This program is designed to ensure that 
new members of the congregation understand the 
commitment Cedar Lane has made to welcoming 
LGBTQ+ people, and that all Cedar Lane members 
have opportunities to learn about the current 
needs and concerns of LGBTQ+ people. 
 
Studying the new Welcoming Congregation 
requirements, our Cedar Lane Together Ministry 
Team has been pleased to discover that our 
ongoing LGBTQ+ social justice work at Cedar Lane 
has already been fulfilling those expectations on a 
yearly basis. However, starting with the upcoming 
2019-2020 church year, the Together Team will be 
organizing specific plans for initiating the 
Welcoming Congregation Renewal Program at 
Cedar Lane in an “official” way. 
 

Engagement 
Opportunities 
 

Potluck & Film: Stonewall Uprising 
Fr, June 21, 6:30 – 9:30 pm 
Stonewall Uprising is a 2010 documentary 
reconstructing the historical events that led to the 
Gay Rights Movement. "This was the Rosa Parks 
moment, the time that gay people stood up and 
said no," said Lucian Truscott, IV, Journalist for The 
Village Voice. 
 
Told with compassion by those who were there, 
the story begins June 28, 1969 with a police raid on 
a gay bar, The Stonewall Inn in New York City, a 
raid that sparked three days of riots and the start 

of a movement for human rights that continues 
under the LGBTQIA+ banner today. 
Please bring a vegan/vegetarian dish to share or 
make a small donation. Contact: 
Together@cedarlane.org. 
 

 
Community Support Needed for Cedar 
Lane’s Sanctuary Guest, Doña Rosa 
As Cedar Lane continues our commitment to 
provide sanctuary to Rosa, we would like to thank 
the congregation for the ongoing support.  To 
ensure our continued commitment we will need to 
fill nearly 200 slots each month for companionship 
and other volunteer efforts to provide services 
ranging from errands, translators, drivers for the 
children, English tutors, overnight and daytime 
companionship, and more. To sign-up as a 
volunteer to support Rosa, please come by the 
Sanctuary table in the Lounge on Sundays or email 
sanctuarysupport@cedarlane.org.  
 
 

The Cedar Lane Newsletter is published monthly. 
The next deadline is Thursday, June 20, 2019.  
Please submit to sdavidson@cedarlane.org.   

 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming/program/five-practices-welcome-renewal
https://www.uua.org/lgbtq/welcoming/program/five-practices-welcome-renewal
mailto:Together@cedarlane.org
mailto:sanctuarysupport@cedarlane.org

